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Editor’s
note
I hope you enjoy this guide to Bordeaux 2010 

futures, or en primeur. The 2010 is clearly 
one of the top vintages of my lifetime, 

although I am not sure it is better than the 
superb 2009. Time will tell.

I have tasted young vintages of Bordeaux 
from barrel since the legendary 1982 vintage.  
I learned to evaluate fledgling wines from some 
of the master wine tasters, including the late 
author and winemaker Alexis Lichine and wine 
merchant Daniel Lawton. I rated every vintage 
since then as an editor for The Wine Spectator.  
I left the magazine in August 2010 to launch my 
own internet site at www.jamessuckling.com. 
I started as wine editor of Asia Tatler this year.

In March I spent three weeks in Bordeaux 
tasting hundreds of samples. I was also in 
Bordeaux in September 2010 for part of the 
harvest and it was already evident this vintage 
would be a great one. 

The winemakers were elated as they 
crushed the grapes and began fermentation. 

They knew they had another winner following 
the great 2009.

In early spring, wine merchants and tasters 
descended on Bordeaux and their findings were 
pretty much unanimous. The wines are powerful 
and rich, with ripe and firm tannins and bright 
acidities. They are wines for the cellar, yet show a 
tantalising harmony and refinement.

I scored all the wines in 2010 in a two-point 
range using a 100-point scale. In the past, I 
was required to use a four-point range. I think 
narrowing the range should help when buying 
futures. I will give the wines an exact score 
when I taste them after bottling in December 
2012. Any wine I rate 90 points or more is 
potentially of outstanding quality. Wines with 
95 points or more are superb quality. I tasted 
close to 700 barrel samples last spring. Please 
check my website for any tasting notes not 
listed in this guide.

As a final note, I hope you find that special 
bottle of Bordeaux in 2010. Im
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Twin 
peaks
T he 2010 Bordeaux vintage would 

be considered one of the greatest in 
decades if it didn’t follow the legendary 

2009. Nonetheless, the two harvests are superb 
back-to-back vintages that France’s premier 
wine region hasn’t seen since 1989 and 1990.

The 2010 vintage is exceptional for red, 
harking back to great years such as 2000, 
1990, 1986, 1961 and maybe even 1929. But the 
wines are made with much more precision in 
the vineyard and cellar, giving them a more 

polished character. They have such beauty in a 
toned and muscular way.

The reds’ tannins are layered and caressing, 
their acidities strong and creamy. These are 
wines built for ageing, but they already impress. 
I really enjoyed tasting almost 700 samples 
from barrel in late March. The notes are in this 
special insert of Hong Kong Tatler.

The best reds will age at least another year 
in-barrel before bottling. Most of the top wines 
will come to market in spring 2013. Until then, 

James Suckling believes 2009 and 2010 are two of the best back-to-
back vintages in his 28 years of  tasting barrel samples in Bordeaux

they will be sold as futures. 
The top 2010 dry whites are also absolutely 

stunning. I can’t think of a better vintage in my 
28 years of tasting barrel samples in Bordeaux. 
They are so dense and intense in fruit yet 
bright, aromatic and fresh that they come across 
incredibly balanced and enticing. 

Sauternes is very good in 2010, but not 
outstanding. I prefer the vintages of 2009, 
2007, 2005, 2003 and 2001. 

Many factors contributed to the greatness 
of 2010 for Bordeaux. The wet winter helped 
the vines continue growing during one of the 
driest summers in memory. The cool nights 

helped maintain the acidities and perfumes 
in the grapes. Yields were slightly lower and 
the berries slightly smaller, adding to their 
concentration. And, finally, the grapes were left 
a little longer on the vine than in past top years, 
due to the less extreme weather conditions in 
August and September. The result: gorgeous 
ripe grapes that produced wines with bright 
acidities, ripe fruit and creamy tannins. 

My top wines were from all the key 
appellations, although I think Margaux and 
St.-Émilion were exceptional. Vieux-Château-
Certan was the big surprise. What a compelling 
young red with fabulous complexity and 
awakening intensity. 

In fact, there are hundreds of outstanding 
wines in 2010 Bordeaux. The question now is 
what and how much to buy.
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A trustworthy merchant can help steer Asian 
investors through the minefield that is wine futures 

What are wine futures?
Buying wine futures, or en primeur, is like 
buying commodities on the stock market. But 
instead of coffee or gold, buyers pay for wine 
maturing in the cellars of the best châteaux that 
will not be delivered until two or three years 
after the harvest.

“Buying en primeur guarantees starting 
prices, and great vintages rarely fall in price,” 
says Stephen Browett of London-based wine 
merchant Farr Vintners. “The only disadvantage 
is paying two years before delivery, so you must 
buy from a rock-solid wine merchant.”

What are the main things to be 
wary of?
A lot can happen in two years. Wine merchants 
can go out of business. Currencies can fluctuate. 
Economies can rise or fall. New, and perhaps 
even better, vintages can be produced. All these 
variables, and more, can influence the value of 

Bordeaux futures. So it’s not risk free.
But the upside is that you usually pay less 

than when the wine is finally released in the 
bottle, you can secure quantities of the wine 
you want, and you have a great bottle of wine at 
the end of the day.

How can I minimise the risks?
“Only buy from merchants who have been in 
the business a long time,” says David Sokolin, of 
New York wine merchant Sokolin. He advises 
investors to be wary of merchants who offer 
significantly lower prices than everyone else 
since they rarely can deliver. Some merchants 
have been known to take the money but not 
even buy the wines. So choose your wine 
merchant using the same criteria you would use 
when choosing an investment manager.

Where’s the best place to buy  
wine futures?
Traditionally, Bordeaux futures were best 
bought in Britain because in-bond storage and 
frequent auction sales made selling the wine 
easy. Once the Bordeaux was delivered, it could 
be stored in climatically controlled cellars 
without paying duty or taxes. And it could be 
auctioned off with very little fuss.

The same system is essentially now available 
in Hong Kong because of its no-tax-on-wine 
status. Good storage facilities are also available. 
Combine this with the robust wine auctions in 
the city, and futures sales are sure to thrive.

Way of  
the futures
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With many classic vintages cheaper than more recent ones, 
now’s the time to be buying a Bordeaux for drinking

T he fine-wine market may be focusing on 
2010 Bordeaux, but there are many fine 
Bordeaux vintages already out there, 

waiting to be bought and savoured.
Among the top vintages still readily available 

are the 2005, 2003, 2000, 1995, 1990, 1989 and 
1982. The 2009 vintage is also available, but the 
best wines have not been bottled and can only be 
bought as futures.

The best wines of 2005 and 2000 are still 
too young for drinking and need to be cellared 
for longer. The 2003s are more opulent and 
approachable because they were from a very hot 
and sunny vintage. But the top wines, particu-
larly those from Médoc areas such as St.-Estèphe 

and Pauillac, need more time in the bottle. The 
1995s are just starting to become drinkable, 
while the 1990s, 1989s and 1982s are beautiful 
now, even though they will improve with age.

Asia is a keen market for the 1982s, espe-
cially Lafite and Pétrus. If the wines have 
been stored properly, they are very fresh and 
wonderful to drink now. My favourite wines of 
the vintage include Mouton-Rothschild, Latour, 
Cheval-Blanc, Margaux and Lafleur. The only 
problem with the 1982s is that they are becom-
ing rare and expensive. 

Bordeaux connoisseurs have been debating 
for years which of the back-to-back vintages 
are better. In the beginning, many favoured the 

1990, but now even the Bordeaux wine producers 
themselves believe 1989 is superior in most cases. 
My favourite wines in 1989 include Haut-Brion, 
Pétrus, Mouton-Rothschild, Lafite, Lafleur and 
Lynch-Bages. In 1990, I prefer Latour, Pétrus, 
Lafite, Le Pin and Trotanoy.

Many Bordeaux lovers have forgotten about 
1995, or mistakenly thought 1996 was better. The 
best 1995s are just now coming out of their dor-
mancy. Look for Margaux, Lafleur, Pétrus, Lafite 
and Léoville-Las-Cases. 

I have a slight preference for 2005 over 2000 
due to the 2005’s more exotic and opulent char-
acter. But both are powerful young vintages that 
need cellaring. 

Many of the older vintages are now less 
expensive than the most recent ones. For 
instance, many of the first growths, such as 

Latour and Margaux, are cheaper for 1995 or 
1990 than for 2005, 2009 and, most likely, 2010.

This means it has never been a better time to 
be buying Bordeaux for drinking. Plenty of excel-
lent Bordeaux in the bottle is awaiting discerning 
tipplers on the market.

Golden 
Oldies
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Many buyers of 2010 Bordeaux futures 
will be looking at investment, 
not drinking or collecting. Young 

Bordeaux vintages have long been a target of 
speculators, and this won’t change any time 
soon. “Everyone talks about speculation as if 
it was something new,” said Pierre Lawton, a 
Bordeaux wine merchant who owns Alias. His 
family has been trading in fine Bordeaux since 
1739. “Speculation has always been part of the 
Bordeaux’s history.” 

The big question is, will the 2010 vintage 
be a good investment? Investment in Bordeaux 
focuses primarily on a handful of famous 
châteaux, including Lafite Rothschild, Latour, 
Margaux, Mouton-Rothschild, Haut-Brion, 
Cheval-Blanc and Pétrus. But a number of 

others are now also popular with investors. For 
example, London-based Farr Vintners, arguably 
the world’s biggest trader of en primeur 
Bordeaux, sold more than US$100 million in 
2009 futures. Its top sellers by value included 
all of the above, as well as Ausone, La Mission-
Haut-Brion, Cos d’Estournel, Lynch-Bages, and 
Pontet-Canet.

“The real advice on investment can only be 
given when we know the prices,” said Stephen 
Browett, owner of Farr Vintners. “If prices are 
not significantly more than the current 2005 or 
2009, then it will be a good investment.” Prices 
for the top 2010 Bordeaux should be out early 
this summer. 

Regardless of price, my top 30 for 
investment in 2010 are: Lafite, Latour, Margaux, 

Barrels you 
can bank on
Great Bordeaux vintages have always proved a 
winner when it comes to long-term investment

Hong Kong Tatler
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Mouton-Rothschild, Haut-Brion, Cheval-Blanc, 
Petrus, Vieux Château Certan, Lafleur, Cos 
d’Estournel, Ducru-Beaucaillou, Lynch-Bages, 
La Fleur-Pétrus, La Mission-Haut-Brion, 
Beauséjour Duffau-Lagarosse, Palmer, Pontet-
Canet, L’Église Clinet, Angélus, Ausone, Pavie, 
Montrose, Léoville Las Cases, Carruades de 
Lafite Rothschild, Le Pin, Les Forts de Latour, 
Pavillon Rouge du Château Margaux, Le 
Petit Mouton de Mouton-Rothschild, Pichon-
Longueville-Baron and La Mondotte. 

Apart from the famous châteaux, I chose 
rare and high-quality names from Pomerol and 
the best second wines from the first growths. 
“Right-bank wines always have a strong second 
market in Asia,” said Thomas Bohrer of Hong 
Kong-based wine merchant Habanos. “The top 
collectors enjoy drinking them with age.” 

Prices for 2010 futures are expected to be 

slightly higher than 2009. The key will be buying 
wines early in the game, as châteaux and wine 
merchants traditionally release wines in various 
offerings – each offer being more expensive.

“Knowing that release prices will be high, 
if investors are looking for short-term gain I 
would probably advise them against buying,” 
said Paulo Pong, managing director of Hong 
Kong’s Altaya Wines. “But if investors are 
patient and have a window of two or more 
years, it is definitely worth looking at it because 
demand for this vintage will undoubtedly be 
extraordinary upon release.”

Lili Ma, of Mayfair Fine Wines in Hong 
Kong, sees a bright future for 2010 Bordeaux in 
Asia. Ma said there was a growing number of 
prosperous young Asian collectors who were 
submitting their wish lists. “With an increasing 
level of knowledge and developed objectives for 

purchasing, the 
appetite for the vintage 

will expand to the second growths or 
perceived comparables,” she said. 

Looking back at top vintages over the past 
two decades, investments in young Bordeaux 
appear extremely attractive. For instance, 
the first growth in the 2000 vintage when 
released as futures cost about US$500 a bottle, 
and now sells for about US$1,500. The 1990 
Latour was first sold for about US$80 and now 
commands US$1,000. 

“The 2010 is a very good-to-excellent 
vintage and there will certainly be some wines 
that trade up in price and become hard to 
find,” said David Sokolin, head of New York’s 
Sokolin Wine Merchants and author of the book 
Investing in Liquid Assets. “That said, I have 

three issues. One is that 2009 is considered to 
be a better vintage and there will still be some 
availability when the 2010s are released at even 
higher prices. Two, generally, when there are 
back-to-back stellar vintages, the second one 
becomes harder to sell. And, three, US buyers 
won’t be as interested in this vintage since our 
currency is so weak, making more of the 2010s 
available for the rest of the world. That tends 
to keep prices lower.” 

One has to wonder if the best Bordeaux 
of 2010 can give much investment return, 
especially since the starting price could be 

as high as US$1,500 a bottle. However, no one 
historically has lost money investing in a young 
Bordeaux when the year is considered one of 
the best ever. The 2010 vintage certainly has 
that going for it. 

“I believe more wines in 2010 will escalate 
in price over time than in other recent great 
vintages, including 2009 and going back to 
1982,” said Shaun Bishop, ceo of California-
based wine merchant JJ Buckley. “Vintage 
characteristics of 2010 [high tannin, acidity, 
alcohol; low yields; good concentration; better 
winemaking skills than ever before] bode  
well for long-term ageing potential. Would I 
rather own a 100-point wine from 2010 than  
a 100-point wine from 2009, 2005, 2000,  
1990, etc? Yes.” 

The fact is that great long-lived vintages of 
Bordeaux have always been good investments. 

Hong Kong Tatler
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High

The Bordeaux 2010 vintage 
has been heralded as one 
of the best in years. Top 
winemakers share their 
thoughts on what makes this  
a truly outstanding year

Olivier Berrouret
Winemaker Château Pétrus, 
Pomerol

T he 2010 is very different to the 2009. 
The 2009 is very round, fruity and 
juicy. The 2010 has more structure. 

It has more length. It is tighter. It is more 
aristocratic. The flavour and the length of 
the 2010 is very condensed. When you taste 
it, it lasts very, very long in your mouth. 
Aromatically it is very complex and dense. This 
is the mark of a great vintage.

Château Pétrus (p.64)
Barrel-tasting score 100 
Area: 11.4 hectares     
Grape variety: 100% merlot   

Paul Pontallier
Technical director of Château 
Margaux, first growth Margaux

I am almost embarrassed by the quality 
of the 2010. I remember last year saying 
that I probably would never see a vintage 

as beautiful as 2009 again and here we are 
with 2010. We had a marvellous summer. The 
difference between 2009 and 2010 is that in 
2010 the temperatures were cooler, which 
allowed us to make a different style of wine. I 
am stunned. I didn’t think we could have two 
extraordinary vintages in a row.

Château Margaux (p.61) 
Barrel-tasting score 100 
Area: 92 hectares   
Grape variety: 90% cabernet sauvignon,  
7% merlot, 1.5% petit verdot, 1.5% cabernet franc  

Charles Chevallier
Technical director Château Lafite 
Rothschild, first growth Pauillac

T he 2009 is full bodied, and very 
round and intense, but the 2010 is 
phenomenal, rich and round. At the end 

of the palate it has lots of fruit and freshness and 
acidity. The two vintages are along the same 
lines analytically, but the difference is that the 
total acidity comes through at the beginning of 
your palate with 2009 and it comes out at the 
end with 2010. I don’t like to make comparisons 
to older vintages, but 2010 is a little severe, so it 
reminds me of something like 1986.

Château Lafite Rothschild (p.54) 
Barrel-tasting score 100 
Area: 107 hectares    
Grape variety: 87.2% cabernet sauvignon, 12.8% merlot  
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Jean-Philippe Delmas
Technical director of Château 
Haut-Brion, first growth  
Pessac-Léognan

T he 2010 was a little challenging. First, 
it was the driest summer for us since 
1949. We broke a lot of records, such as 

the highest level of alcohol, tannin and colour, 
so the challenge during the blending process 
was to find the best balance. In the end we 
found the 2010 has power yet elegance. I like 
both 2009 and 2010. I might like the balance of 
the 2010 better because of its freshness and it 
may be better in 30 or 40 years. We also created 
the greatest white for Haut-Brion or La Mission, 
perhaps forever, or at least in the past 20 years.

Château Haut-Brion (p.46) 
Barrel-tasting score 94-95 
Area: 51.3 hectares    
Grape variety: 23% merlot, 57% cabernet sauvignon, 
20% cabernet franc  

Frederic Engerer, 
President of Château Latour, 
 first growth Pauillac

T he 2009 is more sensual than the 2010. 
It has an incredible richness. The 2010 
is a little more closed but it is longer. 

It has more acidity so it has more freshness 
that stays at the finish. It has a concentration 
of tannins that gives the wine much more of 
a finish than 2009. The 2009 is sexier and the 
2010 is more reserved and structured. When 
you taste the wines side by side you can really 
see that they are brothers. We will see in the 
long run which is better. The 2010 could be 
better in the end.

Château Latour (p.56) 
Barrel-tasting score 98-99 
Area: 78 hectares   
 Grape variety: 90.5% cabernet sauvignon,  
8.5% merlot, 0.5% cabernet franc, 0.5% petit verdot  
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barrel-
tasting 
Notes
Hong Kong Tatler puts you in touch 
with the cream of the crop after our 
wine editor sampled 431 of them in-
barrel. James Suckling concludes 
the buzz about 2010 is not hype.
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100 Château Haut-Brion 
Blanc

P.46

100 Château Lafite 
Rothschild

P.54

100 Château Margaux P.61

100 Château Pétrus P.64

100 Vieux-Château-Certan P.80

99-100 Château Cheval-Blanc P.33

99-100 Château 
Ducru-Beaucaillou

P.40

99-100 Château Lafleur P.54

99-100 Domaine de  
Chevalier Blanc

P.74

98-99 Château 
Mouton-Rothschild

P.63

98-99 Château Beauséjour 
Duffau-Lagarosse

P.28

98-99 Château La 
Fleur-Pétrus

P.51

98-99 Château La Mission-
Haut-Brion Blanc

P.52

98-99 Château Latour P.56

98-99 Château Lynch-Bages P.60

97-98 Château Angélus P.27

97-98 Château Haut-Brion P.46

97-98 Château L’Église Clinet P.47

97-98 Château La 
Conseillante

P.49

97-98 Château Léoville 
Barton

P.58

97-98 Château Palmer P.63

97-98 Château Pontet-Canet P.66

97-98 Château Rauzan-Ségla P.67

97-98 Château Trotanoy P.71

96-97 Château Ausone P.27

96-97 Château 
Cos-d’Estournel

P.34

96-97 Château 
Malescot-St.-Exupéry

P.61

Points Winery PagePoints Winery PagePoints Winery Page
Bordeaux
region map

Top scoring wines (94 points and above)

96-97 Château Pape Clément P.63

96-97 Château Pavie P.64

96-97 La Mondotte P.76

95-96 Carruades de Lafite 
Rothschild

P.26

95-96 Chapelle d’Ausone P.26

95-96 Château 
Bellevue-Mondotte

P.29

95-96 Château Canon P.31

95-96 Château Clerc Milon P.34

95-96 Château Clinet P.34

95-96 Château 
Grand-Puy-Lacoste

P.44

95-96 Château Haut-Bailly P.45

95-96 Château La 
Mission-Haut-Brion

P.52

95-96 Château 
Larcis-Ducasse

P.55

95-96 Château Latour à 
Pomerol

P.57

95-96 Château Le 
Bon-Pasteur

P.57

95-96 Château Le Pin P.58

95-96 Château Léoville  
Las Cases

P.58

95-96 Château Montrose P.62

95-96 Château 
Pavie-Decesse

P.64

95-96 Château 
Pavie-Macquin

P.64

95-96 Château Pichon-
Longueville-Baron

P.65

95-96 Château Rieussec P.67

95-96 Château Smith-Haut- 
Lafitte

P.69

95-96 Château Smith-Haut-
Lafitte Blanc

P.69

95-96 Château Troplong- 
Mondot

P.71

95-96 Château Valandraud P.71

95-96 Domaine de Chevalier P.74

95-96 Pavillon Blanc du 
Château Margaux

P.79

94-95 Aile d’Argent Blanc P.26

94-95 Château Allary 
Haut-Brion

P.27

94-95 Château Canon-La 
Gaffelière

P.31

94-95 Château 
Cantenac-Brown

P.32

94-95 Château Certan de 
May

P.33

94-95 Château d’Yquem P.35

94-95 Château Figeac P.41

94-95 Château Giscours P.43

94-95 Château Hosanna P.47

94-95 Château L’Evangile P.48

94-95 Château La  
Dominique

P.50

94-95 Château Lagrange P.55

94-95 Château Louis P.60

94-95 ChâteauMalartic-
Lagravière

P.61

94-95 Château Malartic-
Lagravière Blanc

P.61

94-95 Château Pape Clément 
Blanc

P.63

94-95 Château 
Péby-Faugères

P.64

94-95 Château 
Prieuré-Lichine

P.66

94-95 Château Rol Valentin P.68

94-95 Clos de l’Oratoire P.72

94-95 Le Petit Cheval P.77

94-95 Le Petit Mouton  
de  Mouton- 
Rothschild

P.78

94-95 Les Forts de Latour P.78

94-95 Pavillon Rouge du 
Château Margaux

P.79

How to use the guide
Name

Tasting noteRegion

James Suckling’s rating 
out of 100 points

St.-Julien

Sauternes

Barsac

St.-Émilion

St.-Estèphe

Pomerol

Margaux

Pauillac

Médoc

Pessac-Leognan
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Aile d’Argent Blanc
Bordeaux 
94-95

Carruades de Lafite 
Rothschild
Pauillac
95-96

Chapelle d’Ausone
St.-Émilion
95-96

Château Abelyce
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château Adaugusta
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château AlLary Haut-Brion
Pessac-Léognan
94-95

Château Angélus
St.-Émilion
97-98

Château Arnouton Cuvée 
Grand Sol
Fronsac
91-92

Château Ausone
St.-Émilion
96-97

Château 
Balestard-La-Tonnelle
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château Barde-Haut
St.-Émilion
91-92

Balthus
Bordeaux
92-93

Bonnes Rives
Lalande-de-Pomerol
90-91

Blanc de Lynch-Bages
Bordeaux
92-93

The best white from Mouton-Rothschild ever. 
Lots of papaya, apple, pineapple and gorgeous 
acidity. It’s long and beautiful. 

Incredible smoke, currants and blackberries. 
Spices too. Full bodied, with ultra-polished tan-
nins and blackberries, blueberries and minerals. 
Orange peel too. Best Carruades ever?

The second wine of Ausone doesn’t taste like a 
second wine. It’s too good. Dense and exciting, 
with blackberry, blueberry and currants. Full and 
powerful. It takes off at the end. 

Dense and fruity, with a smoky, berry and dark 
chocolate character. Full and chewy. Opulent.

Blackberry character with velvety tannins and a 
fruity finish. Stylish.

Very structured, with loads of tannins, but then 
finishes incredibly well. Full and intense. So much 
going on. Reminds me of La Tour-Haut-Brion. 
Everything is made by hand. Stunning.

Wild aromas of blackberries, dark chocolate and 
hints of toasted nuts. Very intense. Full bodied, 
with super-integrated tannins and a fabulous  
finish. Goes on for minutes. Really impressive.

Lots of fruit with licorice and smoky character. 
Full and velvety. Yummy already.

Almost supernatural fruit character and earth-
shattering acidity. Full and tannic, it finishes with 
a dark-fruit jam but then goes to citrus acidity and 
freshness. A tiny bit too much.

Full and very silky, with fine tannins and a dark 
chocolate, berry and mineral finish. Dense and 
beautiful.

This is very concentrated, with a treacle tart and 
chocolate character. Almost raisiny. Full and vel-
vety. Intense.

Full and silky with a solid core of fruit and super 
well-integrated tannins. Minerals and blackber-
ries galore, but super well-knit and silky. Very 
impressive.

I like the velvety tannins that turn silky. Full and 
juicy with a meaty, dark fruit and tangy fruit fin-
ish. Organic.

Loads of pineapple and limes. Really lively. Full 
and super fresh. Long and intense. Best white 
from here in a long time.

Château Baret
Pessac-Léognan 
90-91

Château Baret blanc
Pessac-Léognan
90-91

Very fine tannins with bright fruit, dark cherries 
and minerals. Medium to full body. Soft and pretty. 
Lovely finish.

This shows a wonderful intensity of pineapple and 
mangos with hints of cream. Full and lively with 
loads of fruit. Wild and fresh.

Hong Kong Tatler

26

Hong Kong Tatler



Château Beauséjour 1901
Montagne-St.-Émilion 
91-92

Château Beauséjour 
Duffau-Lagarosse
St.-Émilion
98-99

Château Belgrave
Haut-Médoc
91-92

Château Belle-Vue
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château Bellevue de Tayac
Margaux
90-91

Château Bélair-Monange
St.-Émilion
93-94

Very precise and clear fruit with lots of dark fruit. 
Full and velvety. A little one-dimensional but I 
like it. This is from ancient vines. 

Clearly the best wine from here since 1989 or 1990. 
The intensity of dark fruits is insane, with citrus 
and flowers. Full and lively with a finish that lasts 
for minutes but it is dense and impressive.

Very structured for Belgrave, with chewy tannins 
and a blackberry and dark chocolate character. 
Full and velvety.

A beautiful core of ripe fruits and berries, with cur-
rants and spices. Full and silky. Very polished.

Fruity and friendly with currant and blueberry 
character. Velvety and fun.

Best wine ever from this château, unless anyone 
remembers the 1950. Finally Belair has unleashed 
some exotic touches and suppleness. Full bodied, 
with a long milk chocolate, berry aftertaste.

Château 
Bastor-Lamontagne
Sauternes 
90-91

Château Batailley
Pauillac 
92-93

Château Beau-Séjour Bécot
St.-Émilion 
93-94

Château Beau-Site
St.-Estèphe 
91-92

Château Beau-Soleil
Pomerol 
90-91

It’s a little short, but I am impressed with the char-
acter of dried oranges, pineapple and spices. Full 
and round with good acidity and freshness.

This really takes off on the finish. So long, with a 
beautiful pure cabernet sauvignon character that 
has masses of currants and berries. Raspberries 
too, and then turns to mineral. 

Layered and very structured, with blueberry and 
toasted oak character. Full and silky, ripe tannins. 
Long finish.

This is really excellent, with super-fine tannins 
and a long, long finish. Beautiful and fruity yet 
firm and powerful. Really like the quality of the 
tannins. Nutty. 

This is a little tight, but some really good and deep 
fruit, with fresh herbs and green coffee character. 
Velvety texture.

Château 
Bellevue-Mondotte
St.-Émilion
95-96

Château Bergat
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château Berliquet
St.-Émilion
92-93

Takes off with an amazing combination of dark 
fruits and insane acidity. Citrusy and wild. Full 
bodied, yet delicate and with finesse. Owner 
Gerard Perse calls it sweet power. I agree.

This is really intense, with blackberries and min-
erals and fresh flowers. Full and silky with a long, 
long finish. Loads going on here. Bright.

Lots of dark fruits with intense leather and spices 
on the nose. Full body, with super-fine tannins 
and lovely fruit. Goes on for a long time. 

Château Beychevelle
St.-Julien 
93-94

Château Bolaire
Bordeaux Supérieur
90-91

Mineral, lemon grass and berries on the nose. 
Full bodied, with ultra-fine tannins and a won-
derful finish. Lasts for minutes. This is the best 
Beychevelle in years. Maybe decades.

Old vines too. I really like the mineral, blackberry 
and licorice character. Full and chewy. Strong 
flavours.
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Château Bourgneuf
Pomerol
93-94

Château Boyd-Cantenac
Margaux
91-92

Château Branaire-Ducru
St.-Julien
93-94

Château Brane-Cantenac
Margaux
91-92

Château Branon
Pessac-Léognan
93-94

Château Broustet
Sauternes
90-91

Château Brown
Pessac-Léognan
92-93

Château Bonalgue
Pomerol
90-91

I love the nose, with roses and other flowers as 
well as dark fruit. Full and super silky, with fresh 
acidity and hints of wood. Best ever?

A fruity and balanced red with currants, black-
berries and cherries that follow through to a full 
body with fine tannins and a clean finish.

This is very clear and precise, with blackberry and 
licorice and hints of toasted oak. Full bodied, with 
super-refined tannins and a pretty finish. This is 
very classy and elegant. Tight and refined. 

Balanced and polished, with pretty tannins and 
attractive fruit. Very elegant for the vintage. 
Lovely length to the wine.

This has great fruit. So pure and beautiful, with 
blueberry, currant and raspberries. Full yet very 
reserved, with a long, long finish.

It’s a little close on the nose but the palate shows 
a lovely liveliness. Notes of mandarines and apri-
cots on the palate. Round and tense. Medium 
sweet.

This is full and chewy with complex aromas and 
flavours of chocolate, berry, spice and minerals 
– even tobacco. Full and velvety. Best wine ever 
from here. 

Soft and juicy with blackberry and dark chocolate 
character. Long and velvety.

Château Brown blanc
Pessac-Léognan
91-92

Château Cadet-Bon
St.-Émilion
93-94

Château Calon-Ségur
St.-Estèphe
92-93

Château Cambon La Pelouse
Haut-Médoc
91-92

Château Canon-La 
Gaffelière
St.-Émilion
94-95

Château Canon
St.-Émilion
95-96

Château Cantemerle
Haut-Médoc
93-94

A severe and racy wine now but shows plenty 
of spring-like character with lots of mineral and 
citrus notes.

Impressive centre palate of chocolate and ripe 
fruit. Flowers. Full and velvety. Smoky too. Long. 
Structured.  Better than 2009. 

Racy and refined red with currants and hints of 
tobacco. Full and very silky. Delicate and elegant.    
So friendly at this stage. Like to see a little more 
concentration, but outstanding. 

Loads of fruit to this young wine, with masses of 
currants and dark berries. Full body, with silky 
tannins and a long, long finish.

This is tight and powerful. Solid frame of fruit and 
tannins. Curious about this. Like the 2009.  

Blackberries and hints of spices and fresh herbs. 
Wonderful round and juicy tannins with lots of 
fruit yet subtle and spicy. This is classic style of 
Canon, such as 1955 or 1959. Better than 2009.

Layered and rich with lots of blueberry character 
and ripe, velvety tannins. Lovely texture. Best 
wine from here in years.

Château Cantenac climat
St.-Émilion 
92-93

Lots of pretty blueberry and blackberry fruit, 
with round and velvety tannins and a fresh acid-
ity. Juicy.
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Château Cantenac
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château Cantenac-Brown
Margaux
94-95

Château Cantenac-Brown 
brio
Margaux 
91-92

Château Cap de Faugères
Côtes de Castillon
90-91

Château Cap de Mourlin
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château 
Capbern-Gasqueton
St.-Estèphe
90-91

A dense, tight and refined young red, with silky 
tannins and a solid core of fruit. Complex and 
fascinating. All-in style and finesse.

Chewy and structured, with ripe fruit and ripe 
tannins. Tar and dark fruit character. Full body. 
Super polished. Very Cantenac-Brown in person-
ality. Best in a long time.

This is a muscular wine with some yummy, fleshy 
fruit underneath the tannins. Juicy and enticing 
already. Lots of blueberry character. Excellent for 
a second wine. 

Blackberry and hints of vanilla on the nose. Full, 
with fresh tannins and bright acidity. Clean and 
ultra fine.

This is very fruit forward, with lots of coffee and 
berry character. Full and velvety. Long.

Lovely velvety tannins and chocolate, berry and 
toasted oak character. Full and round. Yummy 
depth of fruit.

Château Capet Guillier
St.-Émilion
92-93

What a wonderful licorice and blackberry char-
acter. Full and silky with ultra-fine tannins and 
a long finish. 

Château Carignan prima
Côtes de Bordeaux  
91-92

Château Carignan
Côtes de Bordeaux
90-91

Château Carbonnieux 
blanc
Pessac-Léognan  
93-94

Lots of chocolate and toasted oak with hints  
of coffee. Full and velvety. Long finish. Better 
than 2009.

Builds on the palate with mineral, blackberry and 
floral character. Full body with silky tannins and 
a long finish.

Wow. Best wine ever from here. Superb, with 
intense mineral character and loads of fruit. Full 
and rich with an ultra-long finish.

Château Certan de May
Pomerol
94-95

Château Chantelune
Margaux
91-92

Gorgeous aromas. Tar, dark fruits and forest leaves 
on the nose. Full body, with lovely velvety tannins 
and a long aftertaste of dark chocolate, dark fruits 
and cappuccino.

Full body with chewy, velvety tannins and loads 
of blueberry and mineral character. Mouth-puck-
ering. Structured and rich for this domaine.

Château Chauvin
St.-Émilion
92-93

This wine really develops on the palate, with min-
eral and blackberry character. Very polished and 
refined. Full yet elegant. Better than 2009.

Château Cheval-Blanc
St.-Émilion
99-100

The blueberry and blackberry character and bou-
quet of violets is off the charts. Full body, the 
cabernet franc dominates the blend now, with so 
much dark fruit, minerals and flowers with hints 
of spices. Shows amazing length and purity. 

Château cantin
St.-Émilion
89-90

Blueberry and currant character with hints of 
smoke. Full body with well-integrated tannins 
and a chewy finish, but a little alcoholic.
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Château Clarke
Listrac
92-93

Château Clauzet
St.-Estèphe
91-92

Château Clerc Milon
Pauillac
95-96

Château Clinet
Pomerol
95-96

Château Corbin
St.-Émilion 
92-93

Château Cos-d’Estournel
St.-Estèphe 
96-97

Intense and ultra-powerful. Full and dense. 
Chewy tannins. Long finish. Muscular. Best ever 
from here.

This shows loads of fruit on the nose, with spices, 
dark chocolate and blackberries. Full body, with 
soft and silky tannins. Chewy finish. Love the 
length to this.

I can’t remember tasting a young Clerc as excit-
ing as this since the 1980s. Fascinating aromas of 
blackberries and currant jam. Tar too. Full and 
very dense. It just tickles the tip of your tongue. 

Nothing on the palate, and then all of a sudden 
it blasts off on the finish. Superb Clinet. Full and 
velvety. Juicy.

I really like the density of this wine, with bright 
and exciting dark fruit and velvety, caressing tan-
nins. Long, long finish. Better than 2009. Tasted 
twice.

This is a classic Cos, with wonderful layers of 
ultra-polished tannins and wonderful character 
of spices, currants and minerals. I love the finish 
and raciness to this. Lots of pedigree.

Château Cos-Labory
St.-Estèphe
92-93

Wonderful improvement here, with blackberry 
and chocolate character, full, round and soft. Very 
well done indeed.

Château Côte Montpezat 
Cuvée Compostelle
Côtes de Castillon
90-91

I like the core of fruit in this, with chocolate and 
berry character. Full and velvety. Love it.

Château Croix-Mouton  
20 Mille
Bordeaux Supérieur
92-93

Château Croizet-Bages
Pauillac
90-91

Intense concentration of polished tannins with 
blueberry and mineral flavours and plenty of fruit. 
Plenty going on. Strong and racy.

A young wine with a pretty core of ripe fruit and 
silky tannins. Full body, chewy, yet cashmere 
in texture. Lacks a tiny bit on the finish. But 
nicely done.

Château d’Agassac
Haut-Médoc
91-92

Château d’Arche
Sauternes
91-92

Château d’Armailhac
Pauillac
92-93

Château d’Issan
Margaux
93-94

Château d’Yquem
Sauternes
94-95

Château d’Aiguilhe
Côtes de Castillon
92-93

Blueberry, mineral and floral character. Full and 
silky, with fine tannins and a long finish. Very 
well done for here.

I like this. Clean and very lively with lots of white 
fruits such as apricots and peaches. Firm, well-
proportioned palate. Medium sweet. Long and 
rich on the finish.

Very strong and muscular d’Armailhac with min-
eral and currant character. Full, linear and toned. 
Very racy and long. Plenty of finesse too. 

Starts off elegant and balanced with blueberry 
and floral character. Full and silky. But turns 
chewy and mouth-puckering. Will be really out-
standing. Best from here in decades.

Super-balanced and racy with nuts, light pineap-
ple and apple character. Full and dense but bright 
and fresh.  Not a great vintage for Sauternes, but 
Yquem stays on top.

An amazing precision of fruit, with a blackberry 
and blueberry character as well as mineral. Full 
and super silky with lovely fruit. Tasty. I want to 
drink it. Always great value.
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Château Dalem
Fronsac
90-91

Château Dassault
St.-Émilion
92-93

Mineral and roasted meat, with dark fruits. 
Tar too. Full and velvety with a lovely texture. 
Impressive. Best wine from here in a long time.

Wonderful core of ripe fruit and mineral with 
hints of mint. Full and velvety, with tar and ber-
ries. Juicy. Best ever.

Château de Candale
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château de Carlmagnus
Fronsac
91-92

Château de Chambrun  
Le Bourg
Lalande-de-Pomerol 
92-93

Château de Chantegrive 
Cuvée Caroline blanc
Graves
90-91

Château de Chambrun
Lalande-de-Pomerol
91-92

This is more like a 2009 with lots of exotic fruit 
and chocolate. Full and velvety. Love it.

A fruit-forward Fronsac with a reduced, almost 
jammy, raspberry character. Full and velvety with 
bright acidity.

Made from a small parcel of the estate. This tastes 
like outstanding Pomerol. Full and super silky, 
with lovely tannins and a solid core of fruit. 

Beautiful apple and lemon character with hints 
of cream. Full and bright with lovely acidity and 
a long finish.

I love the chocolate and bright fruit on the nose 
and palate here. Full and velvety with loads of 
fruit. Maybe a little hollow on the centre palate. 
But long and gorgeous.

Château de Fieuzal Blanc
Pessac-Léognan
92-93

Very pretty fruit with hints of vanilla and pine-
apple character. Full and fresh with good citrusy 
acidity and a clean finish.

Château de Fieuzal
Pessac-Léognan
91-92

Velvety and polished, with lovely fruit and a min-
eral undertone. Full and balanced. I like the 2009 
slightly better.

Château de Fonbel
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château de Fontenille 
blanc
Entre-Deux-Mers
90-91

Château de France blanc
Pessac-Léognan
91-92

Bright and fruity with a lovely purity of cherries 
and berries, minerals and firm tannins. Lively 
acidity. The 7 per cent carménère gives this a 
lively and unique style.

This is rather eccentric in character, with notes of 
herbs and tropical fruits and bright acidity. 

This medium-bodied wine grows on the palate, 
delivering citrus fruit and plenty of apple charac-
ter. Bright acidity.

Château de La Garde
Pessac-Léognan
91-92

Château de la Rivière
Fronsac
91-92

Powerful and chewy, with loads of  dark fruits 
and currant leaf. Full and velvety. Loads going 
on. Biodynamically produced.

This is serious with loads of blueberry, vanilla and 
milk chocolate. Full and velvety. Very long.

Château de Lussac
Lussac-St.-Émilion
90-91

This is rich and dense, with lots of blueberry  
and minerals on the nose and palate. Full and 
velvety texture.

Château de Myrat
Sauternes
89-90

A classically-styled Sauternes with a delicate nose 
of lemon curd and sweet spices. Rich and deli-
cious but lacks a little bit of a middle palate.
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Château de Pez
St.-Estèphe
90-91

Château de Pressac
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château de Rayne-Vigneau
Sauternes
92-93

Château de Reignac
Bordeaux Supérieur
90-91

Château de Viaud  
Cuvèe Madeleine
Lalande-de-Pomerol 
90-91

Château des laudes
St.-Émilion 
89-90

Château de Reignac blanc
Bordeaux
91-92

Currants and blackberries with licorice and flow-
ers. Full and firm, with silky tannins and a pretty 
finish.

Outstanding centre palate of ripe tannins but a 
little austere. Full and chewy with mineral and 
berry character.

Very pretty 2010 from this estate. Very classic 
style but a little less opulent than some. I like 
the notes of oranges, honey and spices. It’s long 
and racy.

Chewy and rich with a long finish of toasted oak, 
coffee and fruit. Ripe and rich tannins. Structured. 
Better than 2009.

Very attractive fruit with chocolate and vanilla 
character. Full, round and velvety.

Tannic with a touch of chocolate and tar charac-
ter. Full, but slightly hollow in mid-palate.

Wow. Love the vanilla, apple and honey character 
with hints of peaches and pineapples. Full and 
lively with loads going on.

Château des Laurets
Puisseguin-St.-Émilion
90-91

Wet earth and rich fruit with hints of vanilla. Full 
body and chewy tannins. Juicy.

Château Desmirail
Margaux
91-92

Château Doisy-Védrines
Sauternes
91-92

Château du Courlat
Puisseguin-St.-Émilion
90-91

Château du Domaine  
de L’Église
Pomerol
91-92

Château du Courlat Cuvée 
Jean Baptiste
Lussac-St.-Émilion
90-91

Love the nose with bright cherries and berries. 
Full body, with very velvety tannins and a dusty, 
fruity finish. Dried cherry aftertaste.

Nothing really exuberant here but lots of subtle 
fruit and spices. The palate shows pretty notes of 
oranges and cinnamon. Silky finish. Peaches and 
white fruits too.

Pretty build-up on the palate, with spicy currants 
and berries on the nose and palate. Full and silky. 
Very well done.

I like the finish here. It gives lots of raspberries 
and mineral. Full body, but very fresh and clean 
with hints of citrus fruits. Bright acidity and  
fine tannins.

Beautiful blackberry and chocolate character. 
Full and silky. Lovely polish. Better than 2009. 

Château du Glana
St.-Julien
90-91

Château du Retout
Haut-Médoc
90-91

Château du Tertre
Margaux
91-92

Wonderful finish to this wine, with flowers, citrus 
fruit and currants in the aftertaste. Full and silky. 
Lots going on for a young wine.

Lots of blueberries and blackberries on the nose. 
Full body with soft and silky tannins and a long 
caressing finish. Very pretty young wine.

This is velvety and very juicy, with a blueberry, 
mineral and wet-weather character that has hints 
of black truffles. Full and rich. Best du Tertre ever. 
Muscular. Not rustic like in the past. 
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Château Dubois-Grimon
Côtes de Castillon
91-92

Château Ducru-Beaucaillou
St.-Julien  
99-100

Château Durfort-Vivens
Margaux
91-92

Château Duhart-Milon 
Rothschild
Pauillac
91-92

Lovely core of velvety tannins and fruit with 
chocolate and blueberry character. Impressive 
concentration.

I can’t believe the precision and complexity in 
this wine. This is really amazing, with miner-
als, berries, currants and blackberries. Full and 
extraordinary. It goes on and on and on. Tasted 
twice. Best ever from Ducru.

A chewy red with blackberry and blueberry char-
acter and polished tannins. Full, with a solid core 
of fruit. Serious finish. Balanced and attractive.

Pure cabernet with currants, violets and minerals 
on the nose. Full and polished, with ultra-refined 
tannins and a wonderful intensity of spices and 
sweet tobacco. 

Château Faugères
St.-Émilion
93-94

Château 
Faurie-de-Souchard
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château Faizeau  
Vieilles Vignes
Montagne-St.-Émilion
90-91

This is rich and chewy with blackberry and lico-
rice character. Firm and long tannins. Dark choco-
late and very structured. A little New World but 
intense. Good potential for ageing.

Loads of structure in this, with powerful tan-
nins and excellent acidity. Full and muscular. Will 
develop wonderfully.

Shows some polish for this appellation, with fine 
tannins and attractive dark fruit. Minerals too. 
Full and refined.

Château Ferran
Pessac-Léognan
91-92

Château Ferrière
Margaux
91-92

Château Feytit-Clinet
Pomerol
93-94

Château Ferran blanc
Pessac-Léognan
90-91

This wine is minerally, with cool, dark fruits and 
fine tannins. Full and long. Best ever from here.

A little subdued but a lovely freshness and firm-
ness on the palate. Full and refined. Clean finish. 
Balanced and pretty.

This is classy, with a palate that opens on the 
finish to flowers, fine tannins and delicate fruit. 
Beautiful.

Straightforward white with lemon-lime charac-
ter and bright acidity. Racy and structured for  
this estate.

Château Figeac
St.-Émilion
94-95

Château Fleur-Cardinale
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château Fonbadet
Pauillac
91-92

Château Fonplégade
St.-Émilion
90-91

This is very structured, with a solid core of plums, 
chocolate and bright acidity. Firm and silky tan-
nins and a long, long finish. A powerful and struc-
tured young wine.

Dark chocolate and blackberry character with 
beautiful polishd tannins and full body. This  
is gorgeous.

Wonderful finish here, with lots of mineral, cur-
rant leaf and blackberry on the finish. Full and 
chewy, yet polished.

Focused and precise with pretty dark fruits and 
hints of vanilla. Full and silky. Very attractive.
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Château Fourcas-Hosten
Listrac
91-92

Château Franc La Rose
St.-Émilion
90-91

Château Franc-Mayne
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château Garcia
St.-Émilion
90-91

Château Gazin
Pomerol
92-93

Château Garraud
Lalande-de-Pomerol
91-92

Château Garcia Les 
Angelots de Garcia
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château Gazin 
Rocquencourt blanc
Pessac-Léognan  
90-91

Château Fonroque
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château Fontenil
Fronsac
92-93

Château Fourcas-Dupré
Listrac
90-91

Excellent intensity, with spice, dark fruits and 
roasted coffee. Full and velvety. Long finish.  
Best ever?

Blueberry and jam all over, with velvety tannins 
and a bright acidity. Juicy.

Pretty fruit with blackberry and cherry charac-
ter. Full and silky, with fresh acidity and a clean, 
bright finish.

Very fruit forward, with loads of wood now, but 
it’s bright and fruity.

This is a little tight. But it shows plenty of coffee 
and chocolate notes and dark fruits. Full and silky. 
I really like the polish to the tannins.

Solid core of fruit with chocolate and coffee and 
berry character. Full and rich with velvety tan-
nins and a long chewy finish.

Juicy and fruity with lots of blackberry and milk 
chocolate character. Pecans too. I like this so 
much. Fun. Voluptuous.

There’s a serious density of fruit here, with slight-
ly bitter lemons and limes and hints of cream. Full, 
fresh, with an intense finish.

Wonderful texture to this young wine, with silky 
tannins, minerals and dark fruits. Full and fresh. 
Subtle with finesse.

A long and exciting finish to this, with blackber-
ries, blueberries and mineral. Full body. Beautiful 
polish to the tannins.

Impressive concentration for this estate, with 
currant and fresh tobacco character, minerals 
and light-toasted oak. Full and chewy. Best ever 
from here?

Château Gigault  
Cuvée Viva
Premières Côtes de Bordeaux  
91-92

Château Giscours
Margaux
94-95

Château Gloria
St.-Julien
90-91

Château Godeau
St.-Émilion
90-91

Loads of berry and chocolate with licorice and 
spices. Full and long. So much going on here. 
Gorgeous.

This is very structured and muscular, with a lots 
of toasty new wood showing now. But if you dig 
deep you see rich and beautiful fruit and a velvety 
tannin structure. Is this the new 1970? 

A little coarse with chewy tannins but velvety in 
texture. Full body, with plenty of fruit and bright 
acidity. Intense and interesting.

Very tannic with lots of acidity and mineral char-
acter. Full and muscular. A little one-dimensional 
but I like it. 

Château Grand Barrail 
Lamarzelle Figeac
St.-Émilion
90-91

This is full and balanced with a lovely core of 
dark fruits and chocolate. Velvety tannins and 
a long finish.
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Château Grand Village g
Bordeaux Supérieur 
91-92

Château Grand 
Corbin-Despagne
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château Grand-Mayne
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château Grand-Puy-Ducasse
Pauillac
92-93

Château Grand-Puy-Lacoste
Pauillac
95-96 

Château Gree Laroque
Bordeaux Supérieur
89-90

Château Gruaud-Larose
St.-Julien
93-94

Château Grand Village
Bordeaux Supérieur
90-91

Chewy and rich with lovely berry and chocolate 
character. Full and firm with a wonderful den-
sity. This is a selection from a special part of the 
vineyards.

Soft and round with chocolate, coffee and 
dark fruits. Full and velvety. Chewy in the end.  
Best ever.

Solid core of fruit in this red, with chocolate, 
berry and tobacco character. Full and dense. 
Better than 2009?

Blueberries, currants and blackberries on the 
nose and palate. Full body with velvety tannins 
and a long finish. Very well done.

Lovely aromas with currants and blackberries. 
Full body with very fine, yet dense tannins 
and a rich finish. Reserved and sophisticated.  
Noble tannins.

Chewy with ripe fruit and lots of new wood.  
But there’s plenty underneth. I always like this.

I like the finish on this wine, with a blueberry, 
currant and citrus character on the nose and pal-
ate. Full and chewy, with ultra-fine tannins and 
a bright acidity.

A solid wine with blueberry and minerals. Full 
and fine. This is the best I have had from here. 
Layered and very pretty. From the family that 
owns Pomerol’s legendary Lafleur. 

Château Guiraud
Sauternes
93-94

Deep colour gold with a fresh and rich palte of 
white peaches, melons and carmelised apples. 
Crisp. Medium sweet. A top 2010 Sauternes.

Château Hanteillan
Haut-Médoc
90-91

Château Haut Simard
St.-Émilion
90-91

Château Haut-Bages-Libéral
Pauillac
92-93

Château Haut-Bages- 
Monpelou
Pauillac
90-91

Château Haut-Bailly
Pessac-Léognan
95-96

Château Haut-Batailley
Pauillac
92-93

Château Haut-Beauséjour
St.-Estèphe
89-90

Lovely centre palate, licorice and blueberries,  
with delicate toasted oak. Full and soft textured.

Full and velvety with plenty of tangy fruit from 
currants to orange peel. Long and lively. Cabernet 
franc really comes through.

A balanced young wine with smoky, blackberry 
and chewy aromas and flavours. Full and velvety 
with a fresh finish.

This crus bourgeois is made at Lynch Moussas. 
Pretty, fine tannins with mineral and mint char-
acter that turn to currants. Pretty texture. 

Wow. What a superb nose of blackberries, flowers 
and licorice. Full bodied with a powerful palate 
of super-rich fruit yet bright tannins and loads of 
blackberries and citrus on the finish. 

An impressive intensity of fruit here, with blue-
berries and lemon character. Full and very well 
integrated with ultra-fine tannins and a long, long 
finish. Better than 2000?

Very fine with ultra-polised tannins and a clean 
and bright finish. Full body, balanced. A little 
hollow in the centre palate.
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Château Haut-Brion
Pessac-Léognan
97-98

Château Haut-Brisson
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château Haut-Corbin
St.-Émilion
89-90

Château Haut-Brion blanc
Pessac-Léognan  
100

Château Haut-Brisson  
La Reserve
St.-Émilion  
93-94

Château Haut-Bergey blanc
Pessac-Léognan  
90-91

Wonderful aromas of dark fruits with sweet 
tobacco and lilac. Blackberries too. Amazing nose. 
Tight and powerful with beautiful tannins and a 
racy structure. Super refined yet muscular.

I really like the refined texture of this young red, with 
lots of raspberry and light chocolate. Very pretty.  
For those who didn’t know, the owners, Elaine  
Kwok and Adrian Cheong,  are from Hong Kong.

Good fruit with blueberry and blackberry char-
acter. Full and soft.

This is insane. I am speechless. It twists your pal-
ate with so much character and intensity. Better 
than the 2005, and I gave that 100 points. Full yet 
refined. Intense yet reserved.

What a finish. It starts off slowly and then goes 
and goes and goes. Coffee, chocolate, berry and 
spices. Full and ultra-refined. 

An interesting mix of citrus fruit and vanilla fol-
lows through to a full-bodied white. This is fresh 
and round.

Château Haut-Maillet
Pomerol
90-91

This is very velvety with dark fruits and spices as 
well as coffee undertones. Full and round. Turns 
refined and elegant. 

Château Haut-Mazeris
Canon-Fronsac
89-90

Château Haut-Nouchet
Pessac-Léognan
90-91

Château Hosanna
Pomerol
94-95

Château Jean de Gué
Lalande-de-Pomerol
89-90

Château Jean Faux
Bordeaux Supérieur
90-91

Château Jean-Faure
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château L’Église Clinet
Pomerol
97-98

Fruity and juicy with berry, spice and chocolate 
character. Round tannins.

Fine tannins with a lovely mineral and berry 
character. Full body but balanced. New estate 
for me.

Incredibly perfumed, with flowers and berries. A 
full-bodied wine with silky tannins and a bright 
and fruity finish. Not the weight of the Lafleur 
Petrus, but beautiful.

Some berry and licorice character follows to a  
full body with silky tannins.

A solid wine with mineral, berry and blackber-
ry character with dark tobacco. Full and silky. 
Much better than 2009.

Shows dark fruits and spices with hints of meat. 
Full and chewy. More fourthright. Muscular. 

So much elegance and complexity, with plenty 
of flowers and dark fruit notes. Full and super 
refined, with amazing complexity and firmness. 
Long and intense. This is a super 2001 or a 1961.

Château Haut-Bergey
Pessac-Léognan
92-93

This is a wine that shows lots of chocolate,  
tobacco and currants. Full body, with velvety 
tannins and a long finish. All there.
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Château L’Évêché
St.-Émilion
90-91

Château L’Archange
St.-Émilion
91-90

Château L’Isle Fort
Bordeaux Supérieur
89-90

Château La Bienfaisance
St.-Émilion
90-91

Château La Cabanne
Pomerol
90-91

Château La Cardonne
Médoc
89-90

Château L’Évêché Famille 
Capdevieille  Blanc
Bordeaux 
89-90

Dark fruits with mineral and stones. Full and 
velvety. Lovely texture.

Love the dark fruits and minerals. Full and silky. 
Pretty long finish.

Starts off slowly but finishes with pretty fruit and 
fine tannins. Bright acidity. I always like this. Pure 
cabernet sauvignon. Great value. 

Thick and rich with an almost jammy consistency. 
Full and generous. Fascinating. 

Mineral and blackberry character, with thins of 
flowers too. Full and silky. Better than 2009.

Nice core of fruit here, with silky tannins and a 
long finish. Chocolate and berry character. 

Striaghtforward with apple and citrus character. 
Pleasing.

Château La 
Chapelle-Lescours
St.-Émilion
89-90

Loads of sous bois and sweet tobacco and berries. 
Full body with velvety tannins.

Château La Chenade
Lalande-de-Pomerol
91-92

Château La Commanderie
St.-Émilion
90-91

Château La Confession
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château La Conseillante
Pomerol
97-98

Château La Couspaude
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château La Clarte du  
Haut-Brion blanc
Pessac-Léognan  
92-93

Château La Croix des  
Moines L’Aubrorisie
Lalande-de-Pomerol  
89-90

Bright fruit with plum and chocolate with violets 
and berries. Full and bright with firm tannins. 
Intense. Wild fruit.

Round and velvety with chocolate, spice and cof-
fee. Full body and velvety.

Solid structure with mineral and blueberry 
character. Long and silky. Intense and balanced. 
Confession of high quality here.

The nose is exuberant, with pure violets and ber-
ries. Insane. This is so straight and racy with 
super-fine tannins and a long, long finish. There 
is a minimalist clarity to the wine. Superb.

A lot of concentration, with lots of blackberry and 
dark chocolate. Full and velvety. Sexy and long. 
Better than 2009.

This is the second wine of the whites of Haut-
Brion and La Mission. I like the lemon, pineapple 
and white peach character. It’s fresh with mineral 
and honey. A little one-dimensional in the end.

I like the dark chocolate, berry and light coffee 
character. Full and silky.

Château L’Evangile
Pomerol
94-95

What a nose, with orange peel, dark berries and 
blueberries. Full and bright with super-velvety 
tannins. Acidity is juicy too. Very sumptuous. 
Creamy tannin texture. 
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Château La Croix Figeac
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château La Croix Lartigue
Côtes de Castillon
91-92

Château La Croix  
St. Georges
Pomerol
91-92

Château La Croix Taillefer
Pomerol
92-93

Château La Croix-de-Gay
Pomerol
90-91

Château La Dominique
St.-Émilion
94-95

Château La Fleur
St.-Émilion
89-90

Elegant and polished, with a wonderful density of 
fruit and ultra-fine tannins. Builds on the palate. 
Tasted twice.

A little rustic but impressively concentrated with 
blackberry, nuts and bitter chocolate. Full and 
lots on the finish.

Balanced with beautiful fruit, blueberry and cur-
rants. Full yet refined. Delicate texture.

This wine shows lots of dark fruits and mineral 
character with hints of wood. It is really enticing. 
This seems almost like a St. Emilion in structure 
with its intense, linear character. Organic. 

A chocolatey wine with flavourful fruit and round 
tannins. Mineral and licorice notes.

This is super powerful, with amazing density and 
richness. Goes on for minutes. Full, yet reserved 
and focused. Best ever.

Lots of ripe fruit and soft tannins. A little one-
dimensional now, but promising structure.

Château La Fleur d’Horus
St.-Émilion
89-90

Clean and fruity, with tobacco, dark fruit and 
mineral aromas and flavours. Medium body with 
fine tannins and a fruity finish. A little short. Wait 
and see.

Château La Fleur de Gay
Pomerol
89-90

Château La Fleur Morange
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château La Fleur-Pétrus
Pomerol
98-99

Château La Gaffelière
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château La Garde blanc
Pessac-Léognan  
92-93

Château La Fleur Morange 
Mathilde
St.-Émilion  
92-93

Château La Fleur Morange 
The BushmEn
St.-Émilion  
91-92

Chewy and fruity with blackberry and choco-
late aromas and flavours. Full and tight tannins. 
Slightly one-dimensional but should develop 
nicely. A little disappointing.

Big and juicy, with loads of blackberry and choco-
late character. Full and velvety textured. Very 
long finish.

A complex nose of dark fruits, truffles and wet 
earth. Fascinating. Full, yet super long with ultra-
refined tannins and a long, long finish. It is tannic 
and muscular but polished and reserved. 

Tasty and juicy with a lovely blackberry and 
chocolate character. Round and velvety. Shows 
a lovely richness.

This is fascinating, with a dried lemon, apple and 
mineral character on the nose and palate. Stony. 
Full and fruity. Serious white. Made with biody-
namic methods.

This is really sexy and juicy, with exciting fruit. 
Full and silky, with beautiful acidity. Layered. 
Love the finish.

An attractive wine with mineral, dark fruits  
and dried peaches. Full body, velvety. Very subtle 
finish.

Château La Croix du Casse
Pomerol
89-90

Attractive with berry, chocolate and plum on the 
nose and palate. Full and velvety. Perhaps a little 
hollow in the centre palate now. But pretty. 
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Château La Gomerie
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château La Grave à Pomerol
Pomerol
93-94

Château La Lagune
Haut-Médoc
92-93

Château La Madeleine
Pomerol
93-94

Château La Marzelle
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château La 
Mission-Haut-Brion
Pessac-Léognan
95-96

Château La Mission-Haut-
Brion blanc
Pessac-Léognan 
98-99

The fruit and velvety tannins in this wine are 
beautiful, with chocolate and berry character. 
Love the texture. Always sexy.

What a wonderful nose. So much wild straw-
berry, with hints of milk chocolate. Full and super 
velvety. Long and satisfying.

What a lovely texture. Super soft and supple tan-
nins and blackberry and currant character. Round 
and juicy. One of the softest and most supple 
2010s. It tastes more like a 2009 in style. 

Loads of chocolate and dark fruits with hints of 
roses. The quality of the tannins is beautiful, with 
a silky texture and subtle fruit. Burgundian qual-
ity of tannins. Super fine.

Very pretty fruit with lots of dark berry and 
hints of vanilla creme. Full and velvety. Lovely 
texture.

This is very perfumed for La Mission, with dark 
berry, light chocolate, flowers and minerals. Full 
and silky with fine tannins and a bright and tangy 
finish. Intense and powerful. Refined. Long.

I love the lemon-lime, mineral and lilac character 
of this young white. It says great Montrachet, but 
it’s dry white Bordeaux. Full and super-minerally 
and racy. Intense and vibrant. Tangy. 

Château La Mouleyre
St.-Émilion
92-93

This is made from 40-year-old vines at Cap de 
Faugeres. Full and dusty, with velvety and pol-
ished tannins and a long finish. That old-vine char-
acter of dark fruits and earth is on the palate.

Château La Révérence
St.-Émilion
93-94

Château La Rose Perrière
Lussac-St.-Émilion
90-91

Château La Rousselle
Fronsac
90-91

Château La Serre
St.-Émilion
93-94

Château La Tour Carnet
Haut-Médoc
92-93

Château La Tour de Mons
Margaux
91-92

I love the density and tannin texture to this wine. 
Very perfumed and enticing. Full yet reserved. 
A beauty.

I like the way this Bordeaux builds on the pal-
ate, with blackberry and licorice character. Very 
velvety tannins. Long finish.

Tar and chocolate and lots of fruit. Full and silky. 
Salty, with a black truffle character.

What fruit. You see the ripe cabernet franc. Very 
perfumed, with red oranges and blackberries. 
Full, with super well-integrated tannins and a 
long, long finish. Tasted twice. Best ever?

A wine with dark berry, licorice and tar charac-
ter. Subtle and silky. Lovely polished tannins and 
fresh acidity.

Love the quality of the polished and velvety 
tannins. Full, but not full-blown. Balanced and 
attractive.

Château La Tour Figeac
St.-Émilion
89-90

Firm and silky with pretty fruit and a minerally 
aftertaste. Full and fine on the finish. Needs a 
little more at the end for better numbers.

Château La Garricq
Moulis
91-92

Rich and dense with loads of raspberries and 
toasted oak. Chocolatey too. Full and velvety.
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Château Labégorce
Margaux
92-93

Château 
Lafaurie-Peyraguey
Sauternes
93-94

Château Lafite Rothschild
Pauillac 
100

Château Lafleur
Pomerol 
99-100

Château Lafleur-Gazin
Pomerol
90-91

Château Laforge
St.-Émilion
90-91

Best ever from here, with blackberry and licorice. 
Full and velvety with loads going on. Mega.

Already a slightly dark colour. Beautiful concen-
tration. It’s rich and very sweet, with intense 
notes of bitter oranges and honey. Superb finish. 
Long and racy with notes of botrytis.

Believe the hype. Lafite is perfect in 2010. The 
nose is amazing, with sweet tobacco, dark choco-
late and currants. Full and powerful with amazing 
minerals, currants and bitter chocolate. This is 
really layered and wonderful. Stunning.

Very powerful wine with loads of cabernet franc 
character with dark fruits, blueberry and hints of 
spices. Licorice and flowers. Full and very power-
ful. Like a first growth from Paulliac. Incredible. 
Extreme, almost severe in style yet fabulous. 

Pretty fruit with chocolate and cherry aromas 
and flavours. Medium to full body with fine tan-
nins and fruity finish.

Fruity and straightforward. Full and velvety. 
Beautiful layers of tannins and fruit.

Château Lagrange 
St.-Julien
94-95

Château Lalande-Borie
St.-Julien
91-92

Château Lamothe
Sauternes
90-91

Château Lamothe-Guignard
Sauternes
90-91

Château Lanessan
Haut-Médoc
91-92

Château Langoa Barton
St.-Julien
93-94

Château Larcis-Ducasse
St.-Émilion
95-96

A wine with very pretty balance and length 
already. Full body, with a wonderful core of  
ripe fruit and a persistent silky finish. Lasts for  
a long time. Dense.

Blackberries and dark licorice aromas. Full body 
with velvety tannins and a chocolate, berry and 
currant character. Intense. So much here.

Colour is already slightly dark but the palate is 
an explosion of exotic fruits. Full and rich with 
good botrytis character. Lacks a little harmony 
on the finish.

Delicate and elegant on the nose with aromas of 
peaches and pears. It’s straightforward and not 
too rich. The finish shows botrytis and lots of 
oranges and spices.

Soft and silky with lovely fruit and a long and 
caressing texture. Excellent core of fruit. Solid 
for the vintage. An excellent Lanessan.

What a depth of fruit here, with dark chocolate 
and currants and blackberries. Full and velvety. 
Wonderful texture. Like it. Better than 2009.

The intensity to this wine is incredible, with an 
electric dark-fruit character and dark chocolate 
note. It’s so lively and vibrant. Full and beautiful.

Château La Violette
Pomerol
92-93

The plummy, almost jammy, character is enticing, 
with a mineral and stoney undertone. Full and 
velvety. Generous. Better than 2009.
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Château Larrivet-Haut-
Brion blanc
Pessac-Léognan
92-93

Château Lascombes
Margaux
91-92

Château Latour
Pauillac
98-99

Château Latour à Pomerol
Pomerol
95-96

Château Laroque
St.-Émilion
90-91

Château Larose-Trintaudon
Haut-Médoc
90-91

Château Laroze
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château 
Larrivet-Haut-Brion
Pessac-Léognan
93-94

Some berry and chocolate character, with spices. 
Medium body with chewy tannins and a juicy 
finish.

Roses and berries with hints of milk chocolate. 
Full and velvety.

Fruity and rich with lots of soft and silky tannins. 
Almost like raspberry sauce. Delicious. Very well 
done for this estate.

Very spicy and intense with dark berries and 
sweet tobacco. Full and velvety. Very long  
and intense.

This tastes just so good. Full body with crème 
brûlée and apple pie and pineapple tart. So much 
going on here.

Impressive start with lots of polished and silky 
tannins, an enticing depth of fruit and a caressing 
finish. Slightly one-dimensional.

The quality of the tannins and density of fruit is 
truly beautiful. So focused. The 1990 Latour came 
to mind when I tasted this (twice). It starts off 
slowly and then builds and builds and builds. 

This is the best LP I have had in a long time, with 
black currant and flowers. Full body. It builds on 
the palate, with incredibly polished tannins and 
a long, intense finish.

Château Latour Martillac
Pessac-Léognan
92-93

Château Latour  
Martillac blanc
Pessac-Léognan 
92-93

Château Le Bon-Pasteur
Pomerol
95-96

Château Le Crock
St.-Estèphe
90-91

Château Le Gay
Pomerol
93-94

Château Le Jurat
St.-Émilion
90-91

Château Le Montlabert
St.-Émilion
89-90

I love the mid-palate to this young and attractive 
red, with silky tannins and alluring mineral, berry 
and stone character. Enchanting.

A savoury white with a marvellous palate of rich 
fruits and bright acidity.

I love the crescendo to this wine. It starts off 
slowly and then builds and builds with amazingly 
beautiful tannins and complex fruit and wood. 
Layered on the palate. Best ever from here?

I like the juicy and spicy character in this wine, 
with currants and berries. Full and refined with 
lovely tannins. I want to drink it now.

A beautiful solid core of ripe fruit with coffee and 
light vanilla. Tobacco too. Full and dense, with 
polished tannins and bright acidity.

Full and velvety with lots of blackberry and cur-
rants. Long and rich.

Blueberry character with firm tannins and a good 
finish. Chewy. A little rustic on the finish.

Château Larmande
St.-Émilion
93-94

Very refined and dense, with a beautiful inten-
sity of dark fruit and hints of mint. Touch of  
class here.
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Château Le Prieuré
St.-Émilion
93-94

Château Leboscq
St.-Estèphe
90-91

Château Lécuyer
Pomerol
93-94

Château Léoville Barton
St.-Julien
97-98

Château Léoville Las Cases
St.-Julien
95-96

Château Léoville Poyferré
St.-Julien
93-94

Château Les 
Carmes-Haut-Brion
Pessac-Léognan
93-94

Château Le Thil Comte 
Clary blanc
Pessac-Léognan 
90-91

This is very velvety, with lots of dark fruit and 
toasted oak. Full body, loads of blackberry and 
chocolate.

Beautiful berry and milk chocolate character on 
the nose and palate. Full body with soft tannins 
and a fruity finish.

What fruit in this! Intense aromas of dark berries 
and licorice. Full and very soft with a long, long 
finish. So attractive.

Phenomenal. Dark fruits with cassis and blackber-
ries. Full and super silky, with incredible fruit and 
ripe tannins. It goes on and on. So much depth of 
fruit. Barton is on a roll again in this vintage.

This is very silky, with a racy, fresh character of 
violets, currants and raspberries. Full with a super 
texture. Reminds me of the 1996.

So velvety and beautiful with a juicy, orange peel, 
raspberry and currant character on the nose and 
palate. Full with a long, long finish. Wonderful 
texture to this wine. Dense and yummy.

Complex red with chocolate, berry, currants 
and nutmeg as well as other dried spices. Full 
and velvety with a long, long finish. Best ever  
from here.

I like this always in white, with dried pineap-
ple, lemon and lots of limes too. Full and fresh. 
Tangy.

Château Les Cruzelles
Lalande-de-Pomerol
90-91

Château Les Grandes 
Murailles
St.-Émilion
90-91

Château Les Grands 
Maréchaux
Premières Côtes de Blaye
90-91

Château les Laurets
Puisseguin-St.-Émilion
92-93

Château Les Ormes-de-Pez
St.-Estèphe
92-93

Château Lespault-Martillac
Pessac-Léognan
92-93

This is pure merlot. So much chocolate and vanilla 
character. Full and velvety with lovely fruit.

Very clean and pretty fruit with blackberry and 
currants and hints of minerals. Full body with 
pretty tannins and a delicate finish.

This is intense and chewy with a pretty berry 
character and an impressive tannin finish.

Tastes like St.-Émilion, with super-velvety tannins 
and a plummy, berry and cherry character. Full 
and very round.

A wine with lots of flesh and chewy tannins. 
Full and round, with a lovely texture and finish. 
Long. The Cazes family of Lynch-Bages is on a 
roll here. 

Loads of fruit in this wine, with blueberry and 
currants and lots of oak. Full and velvety. Very 
impressive for the château.

Château Les Charmes-
Godard blanc
Côtes de Francs 
90-91

This semillon-based wine is always excellent. 
Pineapple skin and lemons. Full and lively with 
great acidity.

Château Le Pin
Pomerol
95-96

This has muscles, with milk chocolate, plums and 
hints of wood. Very powerful, with lots of struc-
ture. It reminds me of the 1986, which is under-
rated and fabulous. A wine for ageing. 
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Château Lilian Ladouys
St.-Estèphe
90-91

Château Louis
St.-Émilion
94-95

Château Lucia
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château Lynch-Bages
Pauillac
98-99

Château Lynch-Moussas
Pauillac
92-93

Château Lyonnat emotion
Lussac-St.-Émilion 
91-92

Château Madeleine-Bouhou
Côtes de Bordeaux
91-92

Château 
Malartic-Lagravière
Pessac-Léognan
94-95

Soft and velvety with blueberry and blackberry 
aromas. Full body with round tannins and a long 
finish. A rich and almost jammy wine. Plenty 
going on here. 2009 was excellent as well.

This is a wine for the restaurant in Paris of L’Amis 
Louis. What a beautiful layer of fruit and ultra-
fine tannins. It’s full of bright fruit. 

Sexy, with wonderful roses and fruit. So subtle 
and complex, with super-fine tannins.

What incredible precision and clarity. Currants, 
minerals, mint and lead pencil. Full body, with 
super-refined tannins and a long, long finish. I am 
loving this young wine. Builds on the palate. 

This is solid for this estate, with currant and choc-
olate character, full body and a velvety textured 
finish. Best ever from here? 

I really enjoy the intense fruit yet delicate wet-
earth character. Full body, with fine and polished 
tannins. Excellent finish.

What a texture. Dark chocolate, mineral and 
loads of fruit. So impressive. Loads going on. Big 
surprise. New wine for me.

This is impressive, with a gorgeous palate of 
super velvety tannins and ultra-ripe fruit. Full 
and caressing yet muscular and powerful. Tasted 
three times. Best ever.

Château Malartic-
Lagravière blanc
Pessac-Léognan 
94-95

Château 
Malescot-St.-Exupéry
Margaux
96-97

Château Malmaison
Moulis
91-92

What a wine, with wonderful intensity of lemon, 
limes, dried papaya. Full and layered for a white. 
It goes on for minutes. This estate is rocking now. 
Tasted twice.

This is a 2005 Malescot in the making. And that 
was stunning. I love the blueberries, chocolate 
and nuts on the nose and palate. The finish lasts 
for minutes. Wow.

This is a very powerful Malmaison, with dark 
chocolate, blueberry and minerals on the nose 
and palate. Solid and there.

Château Margaux
Margaux 
100

A phenomenal nose of roses, violets and other 
flowers. A curious wine, almost ethereal. It is all 
in the front of the palate, with ultra-fine tannins. 
Very rich but balanced and in harmony. What a 
wine. So cerebral. Sends shivers down my spine. 

Château Marquis de Terme
Margaux
92-93

Château Marquis- 
d’Alesme-Becker
Margaux
90-91

Intense blackberry and mineral character with 
flowers. Full and very chewy, with beautiful, fine 
tannins. Long depth and balanced.

Bright fruit with loads of blackberry and cur-
rants. Full yet very silky and refined. Fresh and 
pretty. Better than 2009.

Château Lespault-Martillac 
blanc
 Pessac-Léognan 
91-92

Long and minerally white with beautiful citrus 
and apple character. Balanced. From the owners 
of Domaine de Chevailer.
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Château Méjean
Graves
91-92

Château Meyney
St.-Estèphe
93-94

Château Monbousquet
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château Montrose
St.-Estèphe
95-96

Château Montviel
Pomerol
90-91

Château Moulin Riche
St.-Julien
90-91

Château Moulin-St.-Georges
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château Moulinet
Pomerol
90-91

Château Marsau
Côtes de Francs
91-92

Luscious, with loads of milk chocolate and fruit. 
Full and velvety. Lots going on. Best vintage  
so far.

This is the best Meyney in years, with black-
berry, mint and mineral on the nose and palate. 
Full and super silky, with a long, long finish. 
Wonderful wine.

I love the finish on this. It’s a different style for 
this estate, with bright cherries and berries and 
chocolate. Long and refined. Very pretty. All in 
the finish.

This is really integrated and polished, with a full 
body and super layers of cashmere-like tannins. 
Goes on and on. 

Medium body with well-integrated tannins and a 
long-caressing finish. Builds on the palate.

A solid red with currants and toasted oak as well 
as smoke. Full and chewy with a long finish. A 
little rustic, but I appreciate the concentration.

This is crazy stuff, with a super-lively acidity and 
then plenty of fruit and alcohol. Minerally and 
fruity at the same time. Excellent purity. One of 
the best ever from here.

I really like the quality of the tannins, which have 
a lovely precision to them. Full yet reserved, with 
a long finish. 

Best wine from here ever, with wonderful blue-
berry, vanilla and blackberry aromas and flavours. 
Full body with velvety tannins and a long finish.

Château Mouton- 
Rothschild
Pauillac
98-99

Pure Mouton. The aromas are fabulous. It took 
me back to the 1947, one of the great classics of 
Mouton. Full bodied. Magnificent. This is clearly 
better than 2009. 

Château Nenin
Pomerol
92-93

Château Palmer
Margaux
97-98

Château Palmer Alto Ego
Margaux 
91-92

Château Pape Clément
Pessac-Léognan
96-97

Château Pape Clément 
blanc
Pessac-Léognan 
94-95

Bright and fruity with raspberries and blueber-
ries. Full and silky, with a long and caressing 
finish. Lovely wine already.

This nose is crazy, with treacle tart, dark fruits, 
spices and milk chocolate. I was in a state of amaze- 
ment tasting this. Wonderful ripe tannins. This 
is more powerful than 2009. 

Floral and blackberry and currant. Full to medi-
um body. Round and velvety with chocolate  
and nuts. 

Very chewy, with wonderful blueberry and min-
eral character. Hints of mint too. Full and super 
classy. Love the texture of the tannins. Hyper-
refined in texture.

This is a powerful white with wonderful mineral 
and citrus character on the nose and palate. Full 
and racy, bright acidity and dense palate. Long, 
long finish. Excellent.

Château Marsac-Seguineau
Margaux
91-92

Big and velvety wine for the appellation, with 
loads of blueberry and raspberry. Full and chewy. 
Licorice and blackberry on the finish. This will 
come together really well. Best ever from here.
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Château Pavie-Decesse
St.-Émilion
95-96

Château Pavie-Macquin
St.-Émilion
95-96

Château Péby-Faugères
St.-Émilion
94-95

Château Pédesclaux
Pauillac
91-92

Château Petit-Gravet-Aine
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château Petit-Village
Pomerol
93-94

Château Pétrus
Pomerol 
100

Château Petrus Gaia
Bordeaux Supérieur
91-92

This is so bright and beautiful, with lovely aro-
mas of dark fruits and flowers. Full and silky yet 
fresh and bright. Complex.

Super compacted with incredible intensity of 
minerals, black fruits, licorice and spices. Full 
and dense. Wild fruit that goes on for minutes. A 
little firm, as always, but will open nicely.

This is super classy with super-fine and polished 
tannins. Chocolate, Indian spices and berries. 
Full and beautiful. Super fine.

Lovely berry and chocolate character with full 
body, velvety tannins and a balance of mineral 
and currants. Finally on its way up.

Wow. This excellent quality is a surprise. Full 
bodied with wonderful tannins. What a wine. 

What a change here, with lots of blueberry, milk 
chocolate and polished tannins. It goes on for 
a long time on the palate. Much more precise 
winemaking. 

This is extraordinary. It is just like 1989 (100 
points for me) but it is even more refined and 
defined. It’s so deep and compelling. I put my 
nose in the glass and knew it was perfection. It 
just builds and builds with flavour.

This is really gorgeous, with lots of rich fruit 
and super-velvety tannins. Long and voluptuous. 
Super for the appellation.

Château Peyfaures  
Dame de Coeur
Bordeaux 
90-91

Château Picque-Caillou
Pessac-Léognan
91-92

Château Pipeau
St.-Émilion
90-91

Château Phélan-Ségur
St.-Estèphe
92-93

Château Pibran
Pauillac
90-91

Château 
Pichon-Longueville-Baron
Pauillac
95-96

A lovely core of fruit here, with plum and choco-
late character and chewy tannins. Outstanding 
concentration of fruit and velvety tannins.  
All there.

I like the silky tannins and blueberry character 
in this wine, with licorice and tar. Full and in bal-
ance. Better than 2010.

A little tight in structure but some lovely tannins 
with blueberries, pleasant.

This sneaks up on you, with blackberry and spices 
such as nutmeg and cloves. Full spices, with cur-
rants and berries. Builds on the palate like a wave. 
Best ever.

What lovely balance to this wine with cur-
rants, pencil and berry. Full and velvety. Lovely  
all around.

Wonderful purity of fruit with currants, black-
berries and licorice on the nose and palate. Full 
body, with velvety yet poished tannins and a long, 
long finish. Reminds me of the 1990 PB.

Château Pavie
St.-Émilion
96-97

Very powerful. It sneaks up on you. It doesn’t 
show its strength at first but then takes off with 
excellent ripe fruit, spices, chocolate and nuts. So 
long and exciting. I prefer the style to the 2009. 
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Château Puygueraud  
Cuvée George
Côtes de Francs 
91-92

Château Pomeaux
Pomerol
91-92

Château Pontet-Canet
Pauillac
97-98

Château Potensac
Médoc
91-92

Château Pouget
Margaux
91-92

Château Poujeaux
Moulis
92-93

Château Prieuré-Lichine
Margaux
94-95

Château Providence
Pomerol
93-94

Château Puygueraud
Côtes de Francs
92-93

Super refined and polished with beautiful fruit 
and minerals. Full and beautiful. Love the quality 
of the tannins. Refreshing. 

Full and very chewy. Lacks some centre palate 
but finishes with lots of fruit and tannins. Will 
develop well.

What a nose of black currants, minerals and blue-
berries. Full bodied, with a wonderful texture 
of super-refined tannins. This is the first vintage 
completely certified for biodynamic status. 

This is one of the fruitiest Potensacs that I remem-
ber, with loads of blueberry and currants. Full  
and velvety. Plenty going on underneath.

Layers of pretty fruit with minerals, dark berries 
and hints of licorice. Full and silky. Long finish.

Love the fruity and chocolate character here, with 
lots of spices and nutmeg. Full and velvety, with 
soft tannins and a long finish.

Wow. This shows a wonderful core of intense, 
ripe fruit and velvety tannins. Loads of berry, 
chocolate and toasted oak. A joy to taste young. 

Wonderful nose of forest fruits and flowers fol-
low through to a full body, with ultra-velvety 
tannins and an intense finish. Juicy.

This is incredible for this site, with intense fruit 
and wild acidity. Full and super lively with blue-
berry, blackberry and firm tannins. Best ever. 

Château Rauzan-Despagne 
blanc
Bordeaux 
90-91

Château Rauzan-Gassies
Margaux
90-91

Château Rauzan-Ségla
Margaux
97-98

Château Quinault-L’Enclos
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château Rabaud-Promis
Sauternes
90-91

Apple and lemon and sliced pineapple with a 
full body yet a fresh and balanced finish with 
bright acidity.

Solid red with lots of blackberry and toasted- 
oak character. Full body with velvety tannins and 
a chewy finish. Well done for this estate.

What a wonderful wine with flower, currant and 
hints of mineral and wet earth with some smoke. 
Full bodied, with chewy and creamy tannins. 
Super-distinguished style.

Fresh and clean with fine tannins and a blueberry 
and orange peel character. Peaches too. Long and 
very pretty. One of the best Quinaults for a long 
time. 

Attractive aromas of peaches and white fruits. 
Surprisingly impressive on the palate, with an 
intense acidity and fruit structure. You almost 
want to drink it now.

Château Rieussec
Sauternes
95-96

I love the botrytis spice character of this wine, 
with dried apricots and tropical fruits. It’s full 
bodied, medium sweet, with a long, intense finish. 
Very layered. Sweet wine of the vintage.

Château Plaisance 
St.-Émilion
90-91

Some berry and mineral character with flowers 
and citrus fruit. Full and silky.
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Château Rol Valentin
St.-Émilion
94-95

Château Rolland-Maillet
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château Romer
Sauternes
91-92

Château Rouget
Pomerol
92-93

Château Sansonnet
St.-Émilion
92-93

Château Sergant
Lalande-de-Pomerol
90-91

Château Serilhan
St.-Estèphe
91-92

Château Sigalas-Rabaud
Sauternes
92-93

Château Siran
Margaux
93-94

This has lots of salty, juicy and enticing charac-
ter to it. Full and velvety with gorgeous fruit. 
So sexy and elegant. Wonderful freshness too. 
Bright and sassy.

Solid core of fruit here, with blackberry, choco-
late and dark fruits. Full and silky with a bright 
acidity. Structured and lively.

Lots of honey on the nose. Well-balanced. A  
refined palate and a long and spicy finish.

A solid core of fruit that is tight and dense. You 
have to look below the surface and find its true 
quality. Impressive structure and style.

This is a little overdone, with a porty, asphalt 
character, but the palate is thick, velvety and 
impressive. Much better than 2009.

Love the chocolate and blackberry character in 
this young wine. Full and velvety with a long and 
polished finish. Lots going on.

This is solid, with a lovely berry and cherry char-
acter and hints of currants. Full and velvety.

This is bright, with a fresh and vibrant backbone 
of acidity. The first impression on the palate is 
full of honey and caramel and the finish is long 
and silky.

Really bright character with dark berry, tar, light 
coffee and flowers on the nose and palate. Full 
and rich, yet balanced and complex. Best ever 
from here?

Château Smith-Haut-Lafitte 
blanc
Pessac-Léognan 
95-96

Château Soleil
Lussac-St.-Émilion
90-91

Château Soutard
St.-Émilion
90-91

Château St.-Hubert
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château St.-Paul
Haut-Médoc
90-91

Château St.-Paul de Corbian
St.-Estèphe
91-92

Château Smith-Haut-Lafitte
Pessac-Léognan
95-96

Even better than the 2007, which was great. I love 
the racy, complex nature of this young white, with 
honey, apple pie, tropical fruits and hints of vanil-
la cream. Lovely backbone of bright acidity. 

A bright and fruity wine with dark berries and 
flowers. Full and silky. Fresh finish.

Chewy and rich with a fruit-forward character 
and a long finish. A little rustic. But cool.

Lots of notes of chocolate tart and fruit. Full 
and silky. Long finish.

I really like the polished tannins with miner-
al, berry and violet character. Full and round. 
Beautiful. This is next to Sociando Mallet.

Structured with lots of ripe tannins, yet miner-
ally and floral. Full and rich. A little rustic.

Wonderful aromas of currants, berries and min-
eral. Very stoney. Full bodied, with an intense and 
dense palate structure. Long finish. We will see if 
it’s better than the 2009.
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Château Talbot blanc
St.-Julien 
90-91

Château St.-Pierre
St.-Julien
92-93

Château Suduiraut
Sauternes
93-94

Château Talbot
St.-Julien
92-93

Château Tertre Daugay
St.-Émilion
91-92

Château Tour Maillet
Pomerol
90-91

Château Tronquoy-Lalande
St.-Estèphe
91-92

Château Tour de  
Mirambeau Cuvée Passion
Bordeaux Supérieur 
90-91

Château Talbot Connetable
St.-Julien 
90-91

Fresh and lemony with melon and honey charac-
ter. Apple and green pineapple. Long finish.

Blackberry and black currants with minerals and 
full body. Loads going on. Juicy red.

Very classically styled Sauternes in a subdued 
way. I love the notes of orange flowers with 
honey and spices. Very long and racy. A very 
beautiful 2009.

Super focused and firm, with a bright and intense 
fruit. Full and super silky, with a long, long fin-
ish. Super straight and beautiful. This is better 
than 2009.

Fascinating wine with dark fruit and citrus under-
tones. Full and refined. Lovely finish.

Blueberry and spices with hints of vanilla and 
light coffee. Full and juicy, with bright acidity 
and a clean, medium finish.

This has a lovely length to it. Very polished. Full 
and super long. I am impressed. 

This must be the best ever from here, with flower 
and blueberry character, full body, firm and silky 
tannins.

Lovely ripe cabernet with currant and choco-
late character. Full and silky with fine tannins. 
Impressive for a second wine.

Château Valandraud  
No.1 Blanc
Bordeaux
90-91

Château Troplong-Mondot
St.-Émilion
95-96

Château Trotanoy
Pomerol
97-98

Château Trottevieille
St.-Émilion
93-94

Château Valandraud
Bordeaux
95-96

Château Veyry
Côtes de Castillon
90-91

Château Villemaurine
St.-Émilion
92-93

Dense and fruity with a chalky, honey and  
lemony character. Slightly one-dimensional but 
stylish. 

What a nose. Gorgeous aromas of mineral, flow-
ers and dark berries. Stunning. Full bodied, with 
a solid core of fruit and racy tannins. Citrusy 
finish. Loving this.

Pure aromas of dark fruits from raspberries to 
blueberries. Full bodied, with super-silky tannins 
that are refined and elegant. The texture of this 
wine caresses all the palate. Very powerful.

I love the bright acidity and the citrus peel and 
red fruits on this. Then there are minerals such as 
flint and chalk. Full and velvety with a long, long 
finish. Turns silky. Best ever from here. 

Wow. What beautiful fruit. Intense but balanced 
with fine and silky tannins and a caressing tex-
ture. I love the layers of everything here, from 
sliced plums to bright cherries. Best ever?

Full and soft with plenty of bright and ripe fruit 
and mineral undertones. Long and impressive.

This is firm and very silky, with chocolate, min-
eral and blackberries on the nose and palate. Very 
racy and beautiful. Powerful and in reserve. An 
improving estate.
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Château Vray-Croix-de-Gay
Pomerol
92-93

Cheval Noir
St.-Émilion
91-92

Clos Badon-Thunevin
St.-Émilion
91-92

Clos de l’Oratoire
St.-Émilion
94-95

Clos des Jacobins
St.-Émilion
92-93

Clos des Menuts
St.-Émilion
92-93

Clos du Clocher
Pomerol
92-93

Clos du Jaugueyron
Margaux
90-91

Château Vrai Canon Bouché
Canon-Fronsac
92-93

Dark chocolate, with asphalt and blackberries 
on the nose. Full bodied, with soft and velvety 
tannins and a beautiful core of fruit. Long finish. 
Best ever from here?

Lovely velvety tannins and lots of dark  
fruits, chocolate and coffee character. Full  
with a long finish.

Funky and spicy with a decadent fruit character. 
Full and chewy. Long finish.

Love the finish to this. It really kicks in with bright 
acidity, citrus and blackberries and mineral. This 
is complex. Full and super silky. Loving it!

There’s a lot of sweet fruit here, with tobacco, 
berry and milk chocolate aromas and flavours. 
Full and silky. Long finish. Best in a long time.

This is serious. Lots of mineral, dark chocolate 
and fruit. Full yet ultra polished and super, 
super long.

I like the subtle density of this young red, with 
chocolate and dark berry character, ultra-fine 
tannins and a long finish.

Plenty of fruit with a polished and velvety tannin 
structure. Hints of spices and earth.

Lots of asphalt and dark fruits here. Full  
and chewy, long. Powerful. Magnificent for  
the appellation.

Clos du Marquis
St.-Julien
92-93

A little tough now but a solid core of currants and 
blueberries. Full body, with chewy tannins and a 
bright, crisp acidity on the finish.

Clos Dubreuil
St.-Émilion
90-91

Clos Fourtet
St.-Émilion
93-94

Clos Haut-Peyraguey
Sauternes
90-91

Clos L’Église
Pomerol
92-93

This is a caressing and refined wine with black-
berries and vanilla. Full and rich with velvety 
tannins and good fruit on the finish.

A beautiful wine, with everything in the bottle. 
Blackberries, minerals and blueberries. Full and 
silky. Long, long finish.

A subtle nose with spices and dried fruits. The 
palate shows pretty notes of botrytis and fruit. It’s 
a little short on the finish but it remains opulent.

The quality of the tannins in this young red is 
superb, with a velvety texture. Full and yummy.

Clos La Madeleine
St.-Émilion
90-91

Clos Manou
Haut-Médoc
90-91

Mineral, blueberry and licorice on the nose and 
palate. Full and velvety.

Bright and curranty with loads of mineral 
and flowers. Full and linear with outstanding 
structure.
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Clos Marsalette
Pessac-Léognan
92-93

Clos Marsalette blanc
Pessac-Léognan 
90-91

Domaine de Chevalier blanc
Pessac-Léognan 
99-100

Clos St.-Julien
St.-Émilion
92-93

Clos St.-Martin
St.-Émilion
91-92

Croix de Beaucaillou
St.-Julien
92-93

Domaine de Chevalier
Pessac-Léognan
95-96

Domaine de líA 
Côtes de Castillon 
Bordeaux
90-91

Crazy cool nose of dark fruits with licorice and 
black pepper. Full bodied, with gorgeous fruits 
and silky refined tannins and a long, fruity finish. 
Bright and beautiful. Best ever from here.

This is 70 per cent sauvignon blanc and shows 
bright and wonderful aromas of peach and lem-
ons. Full and bright with a clean finish.

This is a remarkable wine with a density of fruit 
that reminds me of a Montrachet from a great 
vintage. It’s full bodied, dense and rich – almost 
oily – but then it turns bright and fresh with a 
powerful backbone of acidity. A marvel.

A beautiful centre palate of fruit with dark berries 
and raspberries. Full and floral, with firm tannins 
and a long finish. Precise.

Full body with an dense fruit concentration 
and very polished tannins. Opens and gives you 
plenty.

What a beautiful nose, with currants and spices 
and hints of filtered coffee. Full and silky, with 
beautiful texture and length. Second wine of 
Ducru. Excellent.

This is the most structured and powerful DC in 
a long, long time. Full bodied, with polished and 
rich tannins and a long finish. Tasted twice. The 
rising star of Bordeaux?

Very attractive with berry and chocolate. Full 
and velvety, with a polished and fine finish.

Domaine du Bouscat Cuvée 
La Gargone
Bordeaux Supérieur 
91-92

Domaine des Sabines
Lalande-de-Pomerol
91-92

Domaine Roses Camille
Pomerol
91-92

Echo de Lynch-Bages
Pauillac
90-91

Fourcas Borie
St.-Julien
90-91

Girolate blanc
Bordeaux 
91-92

Goulée
Médoc
90-91

This has a lot of malbec in it. Plenty of dark 
fruits and minerals with a floral character. Full  
and racy.

Chewy and fruity with lots of fruit and spices and 
berry character. Long and spicy. Got some stuff 
happening here.

I enjoy the soft and round tannins in this 
pretty red, with plum chocolate and nuts. Full  
and balanced.

Brilliant fruit with super-clean and intense aro-
mas of fruit and flowers. Full body with super-
refined tannins. 

This is very powerful, with chewy tannins and 
blueberry and cassis character. Full and solid with 
lots going on. Better than 2009.

This is bio-dynamically made. Fascinating, with 
celery, apple and melon character. Full body and 
a bright acidity.

Bright and fruity with raspberry and plums. Full, 
soft and velvety. Love the acidity.
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L’Aura de Cambon
Margaux
92-93

La Chapelle de La 
Mission-Haut-Brion
Pessac-Léognan
93-94

La Dame de Montrose
St.-Estèphe
91-92

La Fleur de Boüard leplus
Lalande-de-Pomerol 
92-93

La Fleur de Boüard
Lalande-de-Pomerol
91-92

La Mondotte
St.-Émilion
96-97

La Parde de Haut-Bailly
Pessac-Léognan
90-91

La Petite Église
Pomerol
92-93

Lacoste-Borie
Pauillac
90-91

This is a tiny property from the owners of Cambon 
La Pelouse. Super concentrated, with loads of 
blueberry and currant character. Full and chewy. 
Serious stuff.

The second wine of La Mission shows a lot of 
restraint this year. Blueberry and lemon rind 
aromas and flavours. It’s full and silky with fine 
tannins and a fresh finish. 

The finesse in this wine is impressive for a  
second wine, with wonderful polish. Beautiful 
finish. 

This is wonderful, with fabulous blackberries and 
hints of minerals. Full and intense. Plenty of wood 
but already integrated.

Lovely fruit and berry character with hints of 
citrus fruit and a clean, bright finish.

This takes my breath away with dark fruits, black-
berries, chocolate and spice. Full bodied, with 
super silky tannins and loads of beautiful dark 
fruits. 

Blueberry and dark berries with hints of spices 
and flowers. Full body with bright and creamy 
acidity and firm tannins. Lively and fruity. Firm. 
Second wine of Haut-Bailly.

Best second wine in a long time from here. This 
is so focused with amazing fruit and flowers. Full 
bodied, with firm tannins and a long, long finish. 
Best second wine of L’Eglise Clinet since 1995.

Licorice and violets with berries, currants and 
spices. Full and silky. Very fine.

Le Carillon de L’Angélus
St.-Émilion
90-91

Le Carré
St.-Émilion
90-91

Le Clarence de Haut-Brion
Pessac-Léognan
93-94

Le Clos du Beau-Père
Pomerol
91-92

Le Défi de Fontenil
Vin de Table de France
Bordeaux
91-92

Le Dôme
St.-Émilion
92-93

Le Petit Cheval
St.-Émilion
94-95

The clarity of fruit in this second wine is impres-
sive, with blackberries and dark chocolate, full 
body and silky tannins.

Some mineral and blueberry character. Full body, 
firm tannins. Not giving that much now.

This is a fresh and lively young wine. The second 
wine of Haut-Brion has a lot of linear richness. I 
really like the texture of this, with super-polished 
tannins and vibrant acidity.

A little lean, but it’s dense and intense, with lots 
of berry, chocolate and spices on the palate. Silky 
tannins too.

Easier and softer than the Fontenil, with round 
and generous berry and plum character. Full and 
round. I like the “normal” cuvée of Fontenil a 
tiny bit better.

Lots of bright berry and mineral aromas, with 
flower too. Full throttle, with lots of roses and 
blueberries and a long, long finish. Extracted 
but interesting.

Love the mineral, violets and berries on the nose. 
Turns to chocolate too. So silky, with amazing 
texture for a second wine. Long and beautiful. It’s 
like a top Pomerol this year. Better than 2009. 
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Le Petit Lion
St.-Julien
90-91

Le Petit Mouton de 
Mouton-Rothschild
Pauillac
94-95

Le Rival de Soleil
Puisseguin-St.-Émilion
91-92

Les Astéries
St.-Émilion
90-91

Les Forts de Latour
Pauillac
94-95

Les Hauts de Smith
Pessac-Léognan
90-91

Les Pagodes de Cos
St.-Estèphe
92-93

Les Hauts de Smith blanc
Pessac-Léognan 
91-92

The second wine of Las Cases shows mineral, 
violet and berry character. Full and silky, with a 
long finish. I like the balance.

This is really exceptional, with beautiful choco-
late and blackberry character. It’s full and vel-
vety and has gorgeous ripe tannins. Loving this. 
Wonderful richness and length.

Dark fruits and hints of flowers. Full and silky 
with beautiful tannins and a long, fresh finish. 
Almost salty. Tasty.

Mineral and blackberry with a fresh herb note. 
Full and velvety.

This is hyper fine, with beautiful tannins that 
are incredibly integrated. Full and super intense. 
Licorice and currants and violets. Splendid. 

Beautiful aromas of blackberries, blueberries 
and hints of spice and coffee. Full body with firm 
tannins and a fruity, clean finish.

Love the nose of this wine, with spices and berries 
and currants. Full and very refined, with super 
silky tannins and a long, long finish. Second wine 
of Cos.

Surprising for a second wine from Smith-Haut-
Lafitte. Made from young vines, it is lively and 
fresh, with a wonderful character of peaches and 
apples and a bright background of lively acidity.

Le Petit Haut Laffite
Pessac-Léognan
91-92

A new second wine made at Smith-Haut-Lafitte, 
but a different style from the one called Haut 
Smith. Full and rich with a sweet tobacco, dark 
chocolate, coffee and fruit character. 

Liber Pater
Bordeaux
93-94

Montlandrie
Côtes de Castillon
92-93

Pauillac de Château  
Latour
Pauillac
90-91

Pavillon Blanc du  
Château Margaux
Bordeaux 
95-96

Pavillon Rouge du  
Château Margaux
Bordeaux 
94-95

Pensées de Lafleur
Pomerol
93-94

Réserve de la Comtesse
Pauillac
90-91

Full and powerful. From 80-year-old vines. Chewy, 
yet polished, with a lovely mineral undertone. 
Big. Big. Big.

A solid wine with gorgeous fruit and intense 
fruit. Full and velvety, loads going on here. 

Currants and berries with fine tannins and pretty 
fruit. Polished and refined. Very fine.

Dense and rich with dried lemons, mangos, papa-
ya and apples, yet it’s super bright and crisp. It’s 
all there. Best-ever white from Margaux?

A wine that shows a lovely finesse and beauty, 
with orange peel, flowers, blueberries and rasp-
berries. Paul Pontailler says it’s the best Pavillon 
he has ever made. Second wine of Margaux.

A lovely round and juicy wine with blackberry 
and milk chocolate and velvety tannins. Full and 
very attractive. Texture is everything here. The 
second wine of Lafleur. 

This starts slowly and moves on with speed. 
Super-fine tannins and a mineral, flower and 
spice character. Full and silky. Second wine of 
Pichon.
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Sanctus
St.-Émilion
93-94

Sarget de Gruaud-Larose
St.-Julien
90-91

Ségla
Margaux
90-91

Vieux Château des Moines
St.-Émilion
90-91

Vieux Château Palon
St.-Émilion
92-93

Vieux-Château-Certan
Pomerol
100

Saintayme
St.-Émilion
91-92

Very powerful and muscular. Full and tannic. Lots 
of horsepower. 

Firm and fruity with currant and blackberry 
character and an orange peel character below. 
Full and silky. Bright acidity. Very direct. Second 
wine of Gruaud.

There’s a wonderful deep and dark fruit to this 
second wine from Rauzan Ségla, with hints of 
soft tannins. Lovely ripe fruit and a chocolate, 
light raisin finish.

Blackberry and cassis, with silky tannins, full 
body and fresh acidity.

Full and velvety, with beautiful fruit and ripe 
tannins. Dark chocolate and rich fruit on the  
palate. Sexy.

This is off the charts. So concentrated yet perfect. 
With chocolate, blackberry, coffee. The grapes 
were tiny and the production was tiny. This may 
match the legendary 1947 or 1945.

Blueberry and mineral aromas with lots of flow-
ers. Full and refined, with beautiful, ripe tannins 
and long finish. Very bright. Chocolate.
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